Drug-related problems are common encounters in emergency departments. Patients may be sent to or self-attend the emergency department because of complications of drug-related problems, such as drug overdose, withdrawal syndrome, suspected body packing, physical adverse effects, psychosis, infections (e.g. HIV, hepatitis, endocarditis), and injuries (e.g. traffic, occupational, fall, violence).
As emergency physicians, we should be familiar with the Laws. The Laws of Hong Kong, 1 Chapter 134, Dangerous Drugs Ordinance, Section 8 − Possession of dangerous drug otherwise than for trafficking, and consumption of dangerous drug, states that "(1) Save under and in accordance with this Ordinance or a licence granted by the Director thereunder, no person shall (a) have in his possession; or (b) smoke, inhale, ingest or inject, a dangerous drug. (2) Any person who contravenes any of the provisions of subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable".
Contrary to popular belief, the illegal consumption of dangerous drugs is a criminal offence punishable by fine and imprisonment. However, there is no duty of the doctor to report drug abuse of his patient to the police. In addition, the ethics of patient confidentiality bar us from divulging such information, unless there is very strong justification in terms of overriding public interest. On the other hand, it is not uncommon to encounter patients or visitors administering drugs within the hospital compound, even within the emergency department. This is an entirely different issue. As the discovery of such acts is not from information supplied by the patients themselves for the medical consultation, patient confidentiality is irrelevant in this circumstance.
The Laws of Hong Kong, Chapter 134, Dangerous Drugs Ordinance, Section 54AA − Taking of urine samples, states that "In any investigation in respect of an offence committed or believed to have been committed, a urine sample may be taken from a person only if (a) a police officer of or above the rank of superintendent or a member of the Customs and Excise Service of or above the rank of superintendent ("authorising officer") authorises it to be taken; (b) the appropriate consent is given; and (c) a magistrate gives approval under subsection (7) for it to be taken".
This Section is meaningless in practice, as patient consent is a prerequisite. In view of the escalating drug problem in school students in recent years, 'compulsory urine drug screen' has been proposed as one of the countermeasures.
Other than naloxone for opioid and flumazenil for benzodiazepine, the treatment of drug overdose is mainly supportive. It is important to note that one should carefully titrate the above antidotes in drug abusers, otherwise the patient may become agitated or even convulse with the detoxification.
Occasionally, suspected body packers may be brought to the emergency department for body cavity search by a doctor or nurse. (ii) Where a female has consented, under subparagraph (i), to an examination of her body cavities by a medical practitioner or nurse of the opposite sex, such examination shall be in the presence of another female."
In addition, the suspect may be detained in hospital by law enforcement to facilitate search or retrieval, if necessary, by provision in the same Section:
"A police officer or member of the Customs and Excise Service may detain a person in respect of whom a request is to be or has been made to a medical practitioner or nurse under s u b s e c t i o n ( 1 A ) f o r s u c h t i m e a s m a y reasonably be necessary to permit a medical p r a c t i t i o n e r o r n u r s e t o c o m p l e t e a n examination of the body cavities of that person under this section."
Drug addicts may come or be brought in by law enforcement officers to the emergency department because of withdrawal syndrome, the majority being opioid-related. 
